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BACKGROUND: It started with a simple recognition to a career Clinical Microbiologist/Virologist.  “WE 
LIVE IN A MICROBIAL WORLD”, with apologies to Madonna. When teaching medical and dental students 
at WVU , the observation was expanded to include the statement, “HEAD TO TOE” with a broad 
paragraph including “ THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN DENTAL AND MEDICAL  MICROBIOLOGY IS A MAN-
MADE FABRIFICATION VIA OUR SIMPLISTIC ATTITUDE OF A VERY COMPLEX TOTAL BODY ECO-SYSTEM 
WHOSE FUNCTION AND ORIGIN IS NOW BEING UNCOVERED VIA THE ‘HOLOGENOMIC THEORY OF CO-
EVOLUTION’”. 

I expanded this theme, again, recognizing a new appreciation of this microbial world, in the statement 
“MICROBIOLOGY RE-IMAGINED” catalyzed my unmasking/cataloging of our microbiota and taught from 
that perspective.  Most recently, my theme was updated again, recognizing a different worldly 
perspective of our microbial world, emphasizing viruses, most recently Covid-19, as “MICROBIAL 
REVENGE” and “NEGOTIATING WITH MICROBES”. 

Today’s presentation will involve all 3 themes, linked to oral health in dental perspectives of the future.  

 

MY WEBSITE, WWW.GLOBALBUGS.COM.  The website was developed as an adjunct to teaching, but 
with Covid-19, “Hybrid Teaching”, and virtual instruction, its benefits have been expanded. Several 
Sections contain important information, with the Quick Links an aid in navigating the important themes. 
For this presentation the following should be reviewed in concert with the presentation, and each 
introduction and Take Home PPT will highlight the important QUICK LINKS.  

 

1.  SECTIONS: Broad background Information.  Aging and Co Evolution, Microbial clocks and 
Biofilms and Diseases  

2. QUICK LINKS for Teaching: User friendly specific, Tools in Education, complimentary to the 
Sections. 1,2 and 5 are particularly focused. 7 and 8 are Surveys used to evaluate clinician 
awareness as well as unmasking how many patients actually use probiotics in your practice.   

 

THE CULTURE PLATE GANG. Since it inception as a teaching aid, the “Gang” has been a major feature of 
my lectures, growth necessitated by the importance of the growing microbial world we live in. 
Originally, 4 now 11 puppets and their contribution explained in the ‘Teaching with Puppets’ website 
Section.  Although highlighted in the PPTs, there participation will be reduced.     

 

http://www.globalbugs.com/

